
The CANDU Owners Group (COG) and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) have expanded upon 
an existing partnership that supports development of safe, affordable and clean nuclear energy, worldwide. 

On Day 1 of the 63rd IAEA General Conference (GC) in Vienna, COG and the IAEA signed an expanded 
Practical Arrangement (PA) which builds on an existing arrangement between the two organizations. 
The new PA will enable greater cooperation on a number of international nuclear projects and initiatives 
including promotion of joint workshops and technical committee meetings and shared expertise in 
knowledge management and transfer activities. 

Signatories to the arrangement were COG’s President and CEO Fred Dermarkar, IAEA’s Director of Nuclear 
Installation Safety Greg Rzentkowski, and IAEA’s Director of the Nuclear Power Division, Dohee Hahn. 
Members of the Canadian delegation were also in attendance including Assistant Deputy Minister, Jay Khosla 
of Natural Resources Canada and John Gorman, President and CEO of the Canadian Nuclear Association.   

“Our members, together with suppliers and other partners, including the IAEA, work to solve the nuclear 
industry’s most challenging technical problems and to advance the technology,” says Dermarkar. “Our vision 
is excellence through collaboration and this Practical Arrangement represents another step in advancing 
that vision.” 

The expanded PA will continue COG’s existing formalized relationship with the IAEA’s Nuclear Installation 
Safety division and, additionally, recognizes activities with the IAEA’s Nuclear Energy department.  

The scope of the IAEA-COG PA includes integrated engineering support, management systems and 
human resource development related to nuclear facility design, regulation, procurement, construction, 
commissioning, operation, refurbishment, maintenance and decommissioning.  

The document also outlines possible directions for future IAEA-COG collaboration, such as: 

• Exchange of information on generic issues, trends from event reviews, future schedules of 
meetings, workshops and seminars, ongoing and future relevant major safety and engineering 
related activities for nuclear reactors;  

• Exchange of documentation and reports that are available for general distribution to support 
specific projects and activities;  

• Participation in each other’s open relevant meetings, workshops, technical working groups, safety 
standards committees, IAEA review and expert missions to member states and seminars;  

• Mutual provision of technical support; and 

• Technical support in the development and review of relevant IAEA safety standards, Nuclear 
Energy Series publications, technical documents, databases, eLearning and other digital resources. 

For 35 years, collaboration has been at the centre of COG’s value to its members. Many elements of this 
work have been in partnership with the IAEA. 

Advancing global collaboration
IAEA-COG Practical Arrangement builds on the long-standing relationship between the two 
organizations in knowledge management 
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From left: Jay Khosla, NRCan, Greg Rzentkowski, IAEA, Fred Dermarkar, COG and Dohee Hahn, IAEA sign the expanded IAEA-COG Practical 
Arrangement on Day 1 of the 63rd IAEA General Conference. 


